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Safe Intersections Law

It's Time to Make our Intersections Safer

Making our intersections safer for the most vulnerable.

By restricting drivers from turning Right on Red lights, we can improve safety for vulnerable road users
like people walking, rolling, scooting and using wheelchairs. Without such protections, allowing right
turn on red lights creates conflict between people driving, walking and cycling and increases the chances
of collision.

Numerous studies have demonstrated that banning right turns on red lights can significantly decrease
the number of crashes, particularly those involving people walking, rolling and cycling.

Prohibitions on right turns on red lights exist in many countries and have been proven to enhance safety
at intersections for all road users by reducing conflicts between turning vehicles and vulnerable road
users. The evidence is clear: prohibiting right turns on red lights saves lives.

We recommend municipalities adopt implementing no right turns on red lights at high-crash
intersections and support a provincial-wide ban as part of the BC Motor Vehicle Act reforms.


https://stateline.org/2023/03/07/states-consider-ending-right-on-red-to-address-rising-pedestrian-deaths/#:~:text=A%20study%20by%20the%20District,conflicts%20between%20pedestrians%20and%20vehicles.
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Evidence & Support

According to ICBC, approximately 60% of crashes occur at intersections - banning right turns on red is
one more way alongside a host of other measures that can reduce injuries and fatalities and work
towards Vision Zero.

In Washington State, the Department of Transportation found that 20% of collisions involving a driver hitting
a pedestrian or cyclist occurred on a right turn.

Right turn on red appears clearly as the most dangerous motorist maneuver for pedestrians at
intersections with a crash rate about three times higher than the level of exposure (see chart below with

comparisons of relative risk) .

Table 3

RELATIVE RISK OF MOTORIST MANOEUVRES
FOR PEDESTRIANS AT INTERSECTIONS (Knaublauch & al., 1984)

Vehicle action Accidents (%) Manoeuvres (%) Relative Risk
Straight forward 90.0% 84.6% 1.06
Right turn 3.8% 7.7% 0.49
Left turn 4.6% 7.2% 0.64
RTOR 1.6% 0.5% 3.20
All 100.0% 100.0% 1.00

SAFETY EFFECTS OF RIGHT TURN ON RED: A META-ANALYSIS: ClaudeDussault

In 2018, Washington, D.C., banned right turns on red at 100 intersections. Data showed red-light conflicts
between vehicles and pedestrians were all but eliminated.

We ask that you support this recommendation and help increase road safety for all.

Contact: mva@bikehub.ca


https://ite.ygsclicbook.com/pubs/itejournal/2022/may-2022/live/index.html#p=42
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Safe Neighbourhood Speeds Law

It's Time for a Safe Neighbourhood Speeds Law

Making our neighbourhoods safer for the most vulnerable.
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Setting default neighbourhood speed limits at 30km/hour in the BC Motor Vehicle Act will dramatically

improve safety in our communities. It is widely recommended by health agencies, including the World

Health Organization and BC’s Provincial Health Officer. Most people want slower speeds in their

neighbourhoods: in a 2013 survey by the Canadian Automobile Association, 94% of respondents
reported that speeding on residential streets was a serious threat to their personal safety.

We are recommending a Safe Speeds Law that would require all vehicles to travel at a maximum
30km/hour on neighbourhood streets (streets without a centre line) as the default speed limit.
Exceptions would need to be specified with a sign on each block.
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Evidence & Support

In London, the introduction of 20 miles/h (32 km/h) zones was associated with a 42% reduction in road
casualties. Similar benefits have been found in Denmark, Germany, and the Netherlands for people
walking and cycling. In a Vancouver and Toronto cycling safety study, the injury risk at intersections with
traffic speeds up to 30 km/h was half that at higher speed intersections.

We ask that you support this recommendation and help increase road safety for all.

Contact: mva@bikehub.ca

About HUB Cycling

HUB Cycling is a charitable not for profit organization that has spent over 25 years removing
barriers to cycling in Metro Vancouver, while cultivating the health, environmental, and economic
benefits that active transportation can bring. HUB has educated thousands of people, motivated
thousands more, and championed improvements that #UnGapTheMap to create a connected cycling
network. HUB Cycling’s mission is to get more people cycling more often. HUB Cycling has close to
4,000 members and more than 65,000 direct supporters. HUB Cycling has 10 volunteer committees
across Metro Vancouver that encourage cycling for all ages and abilities (AAA) in municipalities
across Metro Vancouver. For more information, visit bikehub.ca.


https://bikehub.ca/

